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FORE WORD

‘I can’t get to sleep, it’s freez ing. Volodya went all-out!’
Evgeny Bareev dur ing the match in Brissago (2004)

When Vladi mir Kramnik sur prised ev ery one in Game 8 of his World Cham pi on -
ship match with Pe ter Leko by sharply com pli cat ing the sit u a tion on the board and 
play ing a vari a tion with a queen sac ri fice that he’d pre pared at home, his sec ond,
Evgeny Bareev, un usu ally, could n’t get to sleep peace fully af ter hav ing been up all
night working.

Evgeny BAREEV. Pro fes sional. In this book also
called ‘Zhenya’.
Born No vem ber 21, 1966 in Chelyabinsk Oblast, In -
ter na tional Grand mas ter. Gold medal-win ner on the
Rus sian team in four Chess Olympiads (1990, 1994,
1996, 1998), par tic i pant in two World Cham pi on -
ships (1997, 2005) and two Eu ro pean Cham pi on ships 
(1992, 2003). Win ner of many Rus sian and in ter na -
tional tour na ments.
Char ac ter re strained and gen tle. Lives in Mos cow.
Grad u ated from GTsOLIFK (the State Cen tral Or der
of Le nin In sti tute of Phys i cal Train ing). Mar ried, has

two chil dren. Fa vour ite an i mals: big cats, croc o diles, sharks. Fa vour ite food: sweetcorn,
to ma toes. Fa vour ite drink: black tea. Hob bies: poker, down hill ski ing.

Kramnik, six games from the end of the match, with an equal score, de cided to
throw off the fet ters of a heavy, stodgy bat tle and take a risk... The com puter,
eval u at ing the po si ti o n, end lessly changed its opin ion and showed an un con di -
tional win first for Kramnik, then for Leko. Volodya was play ing un be liev ably
fast, and it was ob vi ous that the en tire vari a tion was sit ting at home on his com -
puter screen... Pe ter was think ing for a long time. Af ter Black’s 25th move the
com puter thought for a min ute or two and fi nally an nounced that Kramnik was
los ing the game. Hav ing put him self in a crit i cal po si ti o n, Vladi mir was only able 
to out play his op po nent in the last game and keep the ti tle of World Chess Cham -
pion.



Con stantly ex chang ing im pres sions with Bareev dur ing this match, I thought it
would be in ter est ing to con vey to the reader the un be liev able ten sion of the strug -
gle that’s char ac ter is tic of a bat tle for the chess crown. I – am Ilya Levitov.

Ilya LEVITOV. Am a teur.
Born Sep tem ber 11, 1979 in Mos cow. A part ner in the
Rus sian con sul tancy agency SV Con sult ing. By pro -
fes sion – pub lic re la tions ex pert, by dec la ra tion – chess 
am a teur.
Char ac ter strange. Mar ried, has a son. Fa vour ite
an i mal: el e phant. Fa vour ite food: ‘So viet’ pie with
cab bage. Fa vour ite drink: ap ple juice, di luted car -
bon ated wa ter with a ra tio of 40/60. Hob bies: chess,
foot ball.

In au tumn 2004 in the Swiss town of Brissago Vladi mir Kramnik de fended the ti -
tle of World Champion that he had won in Lon don in 2000 in sin gle com bat
against the hith erto in vin ci ble Garry Kasparov.

Kasparov’s five matches with Anatoly Kar pov (1984-1990) had been an out -
stand ing oc cur rence, and not only in the pro fes sional sense. They marked the end
of a golden age of chess, an era when the du els for the ti tle of stron gest player on
the planet at tracted in ter est even from peo ple who were far re moved from this
game. At least, this was the case in the USSR. In the ‘90s Rus sian cit i zens’ value sys -
tem en dured pow er ful ex ter nal pres sure. Peo ple lost in ter est in chess, quiet in door 
pas times were the last thing on their minds. The chess king dom also had to deal
with restructurings1 and revolutions.

The de par ture in 1993 of Garry Kasparov and Nigel Short from the In ter na -
tional Chess Fed er a tion (FIDE), just be fore their match for the world crown,
caused a schism, and the strict sys tem for de ter min ing the chess king that had ex -
isted for half a cen tury col lapsed. Peo ple who had n’t been reg u larly fol low ing
events in the chess world started ask ing pro fes sional play ers more and more of ten
– some per plexed, oth ers iron i cally – ‘So how many cham pi ons do you have, ex -
actly, and who are they, in fact?’

All the events that were held in that de cade to es tab lish the stron gest chess
player in the world suf fered from some de fi ciency or other, which made it im pos -
si ble to take them com pletely se ri ously. Ei ther the strengths of the play ers were
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clearly un equal, or the ab sence in a tour na ment of sev eral of the top grand masters
in ev i ta bly de val ued the ti tle that was won in a tough sport ing strug gle, or the rules
were too ob vi ously fa vour able to one of the play ers, putt ing the other in dis ad van -
ta geous con di tions. And, most im por tantly, de spite all his ef forts to give weight to
the play-off for the ti tle of World Cham pion in the dem o cratic knock out sys tem,
FIDE Pres i dent Kirsan Ilyumzhinov did n’t man age to shake the ‘mon ar chist con -
vic tions’ ei ther of the or di nary am a teurs or the ven er a ble pro fes sion als that had
de vel oped over de cades. In their opin ion, the ti tle could only be con sid ered le gal if 
it was won in sin gle com bat with the thir teenth chess king, Kasparov, who for all
these years had still remained the absolute leader of the ratings list.

In deed, the his tory of chess bears wit ness: the gen u ine World Champion, ac -
knowl edged by ev ery one, is the one who takes the ti tle from the pre vi ous king in a
one-on-one duel. Why is that? Be cause it just can’t be any other way in this game.

A bat tle on the chess board is an ideal ve hi cle for a con fron ta tion of per son al i -
ties, a real in tel lec tual ri valry. Here it’s im pos si ble to dump the blame for de feat on
part ners (there aren’t any), ar bi ters (they de cide al most noth ing, they just en sure
that the rules are fol lowed), or coaches (dur ing the game they can’t do any thing to 
help you). You have to de pend only on your own strengths and possibilities.

In the hall where a World Cham pi on ship match takes place, spec ta tors sit and
lis ten through ear phones to the grand masters’ play be ing gone through with a
fine tooth comb by other grand masters; am a teur chess play ers sit at home with a
sand wich in their hand and, us ing the most mod ern com puter pro grams, they see
the stron gest move in the po si ti o n each time. But the par tic i pants have to find the
best de ci sions over the course of five or six hours with out any com put ers or hints,
to the sound of the in ex o ra bly tick ing clock, con stantly bring ing them closer and
closer to their biggest nightmare – TIME TROUBLE.

A per son walks down the street and says on his mo bile phone: ‘Dude, I’m in time
trou ble, talk faster.’ And he does n’t sus pect that he’s slashed a knife through the heart
of the pro fes sional chess player walk ing past him! What does he know about time
trou ble?! You get an ad van tage in the open ing, you in crease it in the mid dle of the
game – the middlegame – and, when you only have to make a cou ple of pre cise
moves to get the win... you make a mis take, be cause there’s a min ute left on your
clock. You can only imag ine what a trag edy this is – the re sults of com pli cated,
stress ful work that you’ve been do ing for many hours, dis ap pear in one min ute! Or
for the en tire game you’ve had to de fend, to search for hid den re sources, to de vise
traps, and when there are sec onds left be fore the time con trol and you have to make
the only cor rect de ci sion, you slip, ner vously mak ing the first move you can think
of, and you im me di ately real ise that you can shake your op po nent’s hand to ad mit
de feat. Against the ap plause of the au di ence, turn ing red with shame and vex a tion,
you hide back stage. And there is n’t any one you can pass the re spon si bil ity onto –
you lost in an hon est bat tle, one on one, and you turned out to be worse, weaker...
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It’s pre cisely these emo tions that Kasparov went through when he lost the sec ond
game of his match with Kramnik in one move. We’ll re turn to this in ci dent again.

A de feat in chess has a more pow er ful im pact on the hu man psy che than a de -
feat in any other sport, and a vic tory takes you to a higher peak of in tel lec tual plea -
sure. Why did the fa mous Bobby Fischer, af ter win ning a World Cham pi on ship
match, not sit down at the board for 20 years? Why did Morphy, Steinitz and
Rubinstein go crazy? Why, when they look at some of to day’s great chess play ers,
do peo ple ro tate their fin ger on their tem ple? Be cause it’s some times im pos si ble
to with stand the crazy ner vous ten sion of a game, a tour na ment or a match, and
it’s hard to ac knowl edge some one else’s in tel lec tual su pe ri or ity. A de feat in chess
is a harsh pub lic de struc tion of the personality, and always a small death.

A World Chess Cham pi on ship match... ev ery one’s at ten tion is riv eted on you,
and you have to come out onto the big gest chess stage in the world and prove that
you’re better, smarter, more tal ented. In 2000 in Lon don Vladi mir Kramnik
achieved the big gest vic tory of his life. Beat ing Garry Kasparov in two out of fif -
teen games and not los ing a sin gle one, he be came the four teenth World
Champion. We’ll make a pro viso: not ev ery one agrees with this. Part of the chess
com mu nity thinks that Kramnik did n’t ob tain the right to a match in an hon est
sport ing se lec tion pro cess, as Kasparov him self nom i nated him as his op po nent,
de spite the fact that two years ear lier Vladi mir had lost a match to chal lenger
Alexey Shirov. How ever, in the con di tions of con fu sion that reigned in the chess
world, ev i dently no de ci sion ex isted that would have suited ev ery one. No mat ter
how it all hap pened, only a per son with very bi ased lean ings, to put it mildly,
could possibly diminish Kramnik’s outstanding achievement.

Af ter his Lon don tri umph Vladi mir started or gan is ing the Can di dates cy cle that
he had agreed on with Kasparov even be fore the match. The ex-cham pion did n’t
want to take part in the se lec tion pro cess, in sist ing that Kramnik should give him
the right to a re match – a ri dic u lous idea to trans port from a cen tury ago with out a 
time ma chine, when any one could chal lenge the cham pion to a match if they
could se cure a prize fund. So what, it was his busi ness, his prob lem. Kramnik ful -
filled his ob li ga tions. In 2002 in Dortmund a Can di dates Tour na ment took place,
which Pe ter Leko won. It took over two years to or gan ise his match with Kramnik
– an other tes ta ment to the fact that chess was n’t go ing through its best times. In
these years two at tempts by FIDE to hold its own match, in which Kasparov’s op -
po nent would be the FIDE World Cham pion, were also un suc cess ful – first this
was Ruslan Ponomariov, and then Rustam Kasimdzhanov.

Next came the scan dal ous uni fi ca tion match be tween Vladi mir Kramnik and
Veselin Topalov, af ter which Kramnik be came the ab so lute World Cham pion with out
any pre fixes (‘clas si cal’) or slan der (‘but he’s com pletely for got ten how to play!’).

In this way, the matches in Lon don, Brissago and Elista have now be come the
last in the se ries of clas si cal du els for the chess crown. Jour nal ist Iakov Damsky and 
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grand mas ter Sergey Shipov have al ready writ ten a book, The Last In trigue of the
Cen tury, about the Kasparov-Kramnik match. Is it worth go ing back to the events
of seven years ago again? In our opin ion, it is. If we’re talk ing purely about the
chess con tent, then in pre vi ous years events on this scale al ways un der went a crit i -
cal in ter pre ta tion – vari a tions were checked thor oughly, and eval u a tions were
fine-tuned sev eral times. In our day it would seem that the an no ta tor’s use of ‘in -
fal li ble’ com puter pro grams would al low us to dot all the ‘i’s im me di ately. How -
ever, we ap peal to the reader: don’t be come like the kind of ad vanced am a teurs
who, sit ting at home on their sofa and watch ing their Fritz es or Ju niors work on
the grand masters’ game, criti cise chess play ers from on high and think that there
are no more se crets left in this game. There are still ar eas where a per son un der -
stands things better, and for a high-qual ity com men tary on a game be tween two
grand masters it is n’t enough to sim ply press one but ton. And al though Sergey
Shipov did his work pro fes sion ally and con sci en tiously, that doesn’t mean at all
that there’s nothing left for other analysts to do here.

There are two more rea sons why we de cided to de scribe the Lon don match in
de tail. Firstly, Evgeny Bareev was Kramnik’s sec ond in the matches with Kasparov
and Leko, he viewed the bat tle from within, he was a di rect par tic i pant in it and is
able to con vey the drama of the in tel lec tual con fron ta tion at the high est level like
no body else. An other mo tive is the nat u ral de sire to com pare the matches. In the
opin ion of a large num ber of peo ple, in par tic u lar Kasparov, a World Cham pion is
a spokes man for the ideas of his era. If we take this as an ax iom, then how can the
era of Vladi mir Kramnik be char ac ter ised, how is it dif fer ent from the pre ced ing
ones? How did Kramnik man age to con quer a gi ant like Kasparov? What did
Vladi mir change in him self and in the chess world in the four years that passed be -
fore the next match? Why did the duel with Leko turn out to be so dif fi cult, and
thanks to what did Kramnik nev er the less man age to ob tain the re sult that he re -
quired? In or der to an swer these ques tions, we met a few times a week and re -
corded Evgeny’s opin ion about Kramnik’s matches on a Dictaphone. The inter- 
ro ga tion was wide-ranging.

In our dif fi cult times, con cerned man u fac tur ers of ten try to of fer the grate ful
con sumer a light ver sion of their prod uct. Shapely women drink the low-cal o rie
Diet Coke, and the sim ple chess am a teur puts the pro gram ChessBase Light onto
the com puter, not bur den ing it with a da ta base of a mil lion games. It’s ru moured
that they’ve even in vented a ‘Viagra Light’.

By our reck on ing, the notes to the games of fered here should n’t scare away
those read ers for whom chess is merely a pleas ant lei sure-time ac tiv ity... Ex plain -
ing the course of the bat tle to us, Evgeny laid stress on the po si tional and psy cho -
log i cal sub tle ties, avoid ing cum ber some the o ret i cal com pu ta tions and densely
tan gled vari a tions. But for chess pro fes sion als all the games have also been an no -
tated by Bareev in the traditional manner.
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In the same form as the Pla tonic di a logues, dis cus sions are pre sented about im -
por tant el e ments like prep a ra tion for a match. In our time-outs and tea breaks we
also touched on other sub jects that the chess com mu nity is con cerned about now -
a days. Don’t be sur prised if, read ing the book, you stum ble upon re flec tions about
the length of ten nis player Maria Sharapova’s legs and the white ness of her skirt, or 
the dra matic pen alty that Roberto Baggio missed. If we re main in our tower made
of black and white wood, chess will never get out of the cur rent cri sis.

We hope that you won’t get bored in the in ter vals be tween games. We have
tried to en sure that a book about the most dif fi cult or deal in the life of a chess
player can be read eas ily.

WHAT YOU SOW...

In 2000 Vladi mir Kramnik won the ti tle of World Chess Cham pion, out play ing
the ‘eter nal’ cham pion Garry Kasparov in bril liant style with a score of 8½-6½.
For the ma jor ity of chess am a teurs (and pro fes sion als, too) this re sult was shock -
ing. Once again: Kasparov did n’t win a single game!

But the peo ple who were with Kramnik at that mo ment knew that Volodya had
been able to ap proach the match in a vir tu ally ideal phys i cal and psy cho log i cal
con di tion. In this chap ter you’ll fre quently read the de lighted opin ions of
Kramnik’s sec onds about his ex ter nal ap pear ance be fore the match with Kasparov
– ‘he’d lost weight’, ‘he’d got stron ger’, ‘he was glow ing with health’, ‘he looked
like an ath lete’. In 2000 ev ery thing turned out better than it ever had – the choice
of ope ning strat egy proved to be cor rect, and his fight ing mood and good sport -
ing form helped him to save some hope less po si tions. As of ten hap pens, a per son
ap proach ing the peak of his ca reer was able to gather ev ery thing he needed into
his hands and carry out the fi nal push towards the main goal of his life.

Four years passed. Kramnik looked more and more pale with each year (al ready not 
like an ath lete). His health de clined, he was n’t win ning tour na ments. Not pos sess ing a 
big re serve of en ergy, he al ways gained his vic to ries with great dif fi culty. In 2003 at the 
Dortmund tour na ment Vladi mir was able to win only one game out of ten, and the
rest were drawn. But Kasparov, whom he had con quered, won five(!) games out of ten 
in 2001 at the Linares super-tour na ment, not los ing a sin gle one. The chess world
started talk ing about ‘the ac ci den tal cham pion’... We, too, were start ing to worry...

In July 2002, af ter win ning the Dortmund Can di dates Tour na ment, the young
Hun gar ian Pe ter Leko was set for a match with Kramnik. Here we ex changed
glances ap prov ingly: ‘Yes, this is n’t a Kasparov for you, Volodya won’t have any
prob lems, he’s both more tal ented and more ex pe ri enced’. Volodya him self as -
sessed his chances as 60-40. We as sumed he was being modest.

And the first game of the match com pletely con firmed our as sump tions – in a
dead-drawn end game Leko con trived to lose as White! But in the di rect internet
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broad cast of the post-game press con fer ence we saw the tired, pal lid face of Kramnik,
who was only able to pro duce some thing like a smile at the end. It was then that doubt
also crept in, the sense that some thing was rot ten in the state of Den mark.

As a re sult, the match with Leko turned into sheer tor ment. Unconfident play,
ob vi ous psy cho log i cal prob lems, the loss of a drawn end game in the fifth game,
an ope ning fail ure in the eighth. And only at the very end was Kramnik able to
break Leko’s re sis tance with an un be liev able ex er tion of his will, tak ing the match
to a tie and re tain ing the World Title.

Do ing a com par i son with Bareev of Kramnik’s prep a ra tion for the matches, we
found that for Leko it was con ducted dif fer ently than for Kasparov – most of the at -
ten tion went to anal y sis of ope ning po si tions, and the phys i cal and psy cho log i cal
as pects were put onto the back burner.

Af ter the Leko match, we’d es tab lished with sad ness that in our eyes Kramnik
had lost his unique un der stand ing of chess, his cre ative mood, his fight ing spirit;
or, in other words, all the qual i ties that had al lowed him to beat Kasparov. Vladi mir 
ap proached the match with Topalov in Elista in 2006 in a much more com bat ive
con di tion. He’d been able to deal with his health and to bring back his for mer un -
der stand ing and energy at the board.

The gen eral pub lic in Rus sia mainly knows about how prep a ra tion is con ducted 
for an im por tant chess event from the Vladi mir Vysotsky2 song The Hon our of the
Chess Crown. Much of it is true to life, al though some parts are gro tesque, per haps. 
In this chap ter we’ll try to look into the kitchen of a chess player in the pe riod of
his prep a ra tion for a World Cham pi on ship match and to draw a com plete pic ture
of this la bour-in ten sive pro cess, and we’ll also ask a ques tion about why Kramnik,
who had a suc cess ful rec ipe for prep a ra tion in 2000, didn’t use it in 2004.

As Evgeny Bareev was n’t Kramnik’s sec ond at the time of the match with Topalov in
2006, our ac count of this event has re ceived a slightly dif fer ent form. There are ob vi -
ously no ‘notes of a sec ond’, but as there was fre quent con tact be fore, dur ing and af ter
this match, the in for ma tion given will still be very much ‘from the lion’s mouth’.

STRAT EGY AND TAC TICS

JOEL LAUTIER, Kramnik’s sec ond in the Lon don match: ‘There was a strat egy,
but it did n’t work, as the match did n’t fol low the planned sce nario. It’s psy cho -
log i cally dif fi cult to work out a strat egy in ad vance, be cause it’s im pos si ble to
fore see many sub tle points.’ (In this case Joel means the quick win in Game 2. A
long se ries of draws or even a loss at first for Kramnik had been en vis aged – E.B.)

13 Evgeny Bareev and Ilya Levitov

2 A Soviet singer, poet, actor and alcoholic who died in 1980, aged 42.



VASILY SMYSLOV, the sev enth World Cham pion: ‘The spirit of the age dic -
tates that peo ple have to pre pare well. All these com puter vari a tions put
pres sure on them. I re mem ber Ma rina Dolmatova de scribed how Seryozha
(grand mas ter Sergey Dolmatov – I.L.) was play ing in a tour na ment and be -
fore a game he wor ried: “Oh, we have n’t looked at this vari a tion.” And I:
“Does it re ally mat ter?” I of ten had to play peo ple I did n’t know. I did n’t
have a com puter, I was n’t fa mil iar with the ideas of the new play ers, I had to
play it by ear. And I was used to play ing any move – 1.e4, 1.d4, 1.c4, 1.Àf3.’

BAREEV: No, it does mat ter if your op po nent is well pre pared. The dif fer ence is
that these ob scure play ers also played it by ear and they played much worse than
the har mo ni ous Vasily Vasilievich.
LEVITOV: In re cent years there’s been a rev o lu tion in ope ning prep a ra tion. What
only Kasparov used to do, ev ery one now does, and there’s an enor mous amount of 
work for the top-class grand masters to shoul der in the search for a new move. It’s
be come dif fi cult to find any un trav elled path.
BAREEV: This is mainly a prob lem for the top chess play ers. In es sence, scru pu lous
an a lyt i cal work that de mands an enor mous in vest ment of ef fort and time is done
by only a hand ful of peo ple. They find and play the nov el ties, and the over whelm -
ing ma jor ity of chess play ers sit with the Internet, pa tiently wait ing for a fresh idea 
to ap pear in a vari a tion that’s in ter est ing to them, and as soon as they see some -
thing new, hav ing quickly checked it on their com puter, they rush to suc cess fully
use it first. It’s the kind of work that the me chan ics do in the film Only Old Men Go
to Bat tle3. They wait.
LEVITOV:  So, does a grand mas ter to day re ally have to sit for two or three hours be -
fore the game and sim ply re fresh his mem ory with a huge num ber of ope ning
lines? To learn ev ery thing from cover to cover – oth er wise he can’t do anything?
BAREEV: If you’ve done a huge amount of work, then yes – you have to re fresh
your mem ory, be cause oth er wise you won’t re mem ber it for the game, and it’ll be
as if you never had this knowl edge. And Kramnik had to spend sev eral hours be -
fore a game re fresh ing his in for ma tion, memo ris ing cer tain variations.
LEVITOV: So there’s no cre ative work dur ing a match?
BAREEV: Of course there is. Where do you think nov el ties come from?! But the vol -
ume of in for ma tion that the chess player has to deal with is now so great that a
team of as sis tants work ing sev eral hours a day is needed, in or der to work through
a frame work of vari a tions. And to re fresh the vari a tions and ideas be fore the game, 
this takes several hours.
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strengths of blondes and bru nettes and their pre pared ness for the spe cific en coun -
ter. In other words, you have to in ves ti gate every specific case separately.
LEVITOV: How do you con trol your emo tions, how do you avoid show ing that
your op po nent has sur prised you hor ri bly, for ex am ple, with his choice of ope -
ning? Does ev ery one have their own act ing methods?
BAREEV: To a cer tain ex tent. Peo ple some times get ideas on this from the good re -
sults of new play ers. Later they adapt to their ope nings and style of play and stop
re act ing to the un ex pected. It’s better to com bine your act ing tal ents with spe cific
skills and abilities.

MIS SION AC COM PLISHED

NOTES OF A SEC OND: The most dra matic game of the two first matches.
Kramnik co mes out for the game with guns blaz ing, af ter pre par ing a very dan -
ger ous vari a tion with a queen sac ri fice. Leko bril liantly solves the prob lems,
finds a hole in Kramnik’s anal y sis and wins this ex tremely im por tant game. The
score is now +1 in Leko’s fa vour. Smells like a bar be cue.

SVIDLER: ‘I cer tainly re mem ber what Volodya’s mood was like be fore Game 8.
I’d played with him, I’d worked with him a lot, I knew what kind of a chess player 
he was. Peo ple who think he’s a bor ing, un in ter est ing player don’t know what
they’re talk ing about. At a cer tain point it dawned on him that ev ery thing that
was hap pen ing was gnaw ing him to shreds from the in side. We said to him be -
fore the game: “The Mar shall is n’t fully pre pared, let’s play an other Anti-Mar -
shall, and we’ll have it ready by Sunday.” We’d have done it by Sunday. Nat u rally, it
would have been all right. But he said: “No, I can’t do any more. Enough.”’
KRAMNIK: ‘Be fore the game I de cided that it was time to put away the
Anti-Mar shall be cause I had n’t man aged to start a bat tle with it, I’d played
three games with these moves a3 and h3 and I had n’t man aged to get a
full-blooded game. For two days my whole team worked on a very sharp
vari a tion in the Mar shall that I’d pre pared for the match a long time ago.’

7 Oc to ber 2004
No 23. Ruy Lopez 
KRAMNIK – LEKO
8th Match Game

1.e4 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Ãb5 a6 4.Ãa4 Àf6
 5.0-0 Ãe7 6.Õe1 b5 7.Ãb3  0-0 8.c3
The dis con so late re sults of the ope ning
dis cus sion in the Anti-Mar shall lit er ally

forced Kramnik to ur gently look for an -
other weapon in the Span ish, and by now 
there was noth ing left other than to go
head long into – more ac cu rately, to with -
stand the siege of – the sharp main lines
of the Mar shall. No cos metic re pairs
could over come the gen eral ten dency:
that his op po nent had no prob lems with
Black.
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8...d5 9.exd5 Àxd5 10.Àxe5 Àxe5
11.Õxe5 c6 12.d4 Ãd6 13.Õe1 ©h4
14.g3 ©h3 15.Õe4 g5 16.©f1
Tak ing a rest from the very pop u lar and
fresh con tin u a tions, we had pre pared a
quite rare, vir tu ally for got ten vari a tion.
The cal cu la tion was made on the ba sis that 
his op po nent might not be fully pre pared,
and in deed, he thought for nearly an hour, 
de cid ing whether to play for a
middlegame that he did n’t un der stand, or
an end game that he didn’t know.

T_L_.tM_
_._._J_J
J_Jl._._
_J_S_.j.
._.iR_._
_Bi._.iD
Ii._.i.i
rNb._Qk.

T_L_.tM_
_._._J_J
J_Jl._._
_J_S_.j.
._.iR_._
_Bi._.iD
Ii._.i.i
rNb._Qk.

16...©h5
Pre fer ring a game with queens. In fact not
at all bad is 16...©xf1+ 17.®xf1 Ãf5!
(17...Ãh3+ 18.®g1 f5 19.Õe1 f4
20.Àd2 ®h8 21.Àe4 Ãe7 22.Ãd2±
Botoy-Xu Jun, Ma nila 1991; 17...f5
18.Õe1 f4 19.®g2 Õa7 20.Àd2 Ãf5
21.a4Ç) 18.f3 h6 19.Õe1 Õfe8 20.Ãxd5
cxd5 21.Õxe8+ Õxe8 22.®f2 a5 23.a3
Ãd3ì Peng Xiaomin-Grischuk, Shang hai
2001.
The ge nius of Svidler al lowed him, as al -
ways, to be the first to ex ploit the fruits of
joint anal y sis of the su per fi cial 19.Àd2.
Pe ter man aged to neu tral ise Anand’s
bishop with his rook: 19...Ãxe4! 20.fxe4
Àc7 21.®g2 c5 22.e5 Ãe7 23.Àe4 cxd4
24.cxd4 a5 25.Ãe3! a4 26.Ãd1 Àd5
27.Ãf2 Õac8 28.Õb1 f6 29.exf6 Ãxf6

30.Àd6 Õc6 31.Àxb5 Õb6 32.Ãxa4
Õfb8 33.Àa3 Õxb2 34.Õxb2 Õxb2
35.Àc4 Õxa2 36.Ãb3 Õxf2+ 37.®xf2
Ãxd4+ 38.Àe3 Ãxe3+ 39.®f3 ½-½
Anand-Svidler, San Luis 2005.
And Anand de lights, not miss ing a sin gle
worth while new ope ning idea. A short
anal y sis with Fritz and you can be sure
that the sec ond game played in any vari a -
tion will be his. It’s like the op er a tor of a
milk ing ma chine, he’s a top producer.
17.Àd2
White’s po si ti o n has mainly been de -
fended by play ers who aren’t very strong.
Var i ous at tempts have been made:
 A) 17.a4 f5 18.Ãd1 g4 19.Õe1 f4
20.©g2 Õa7 21.Àd2 Õaf7 22.Àe4 Ãb8
23.axb5 axb5 24.Õa8 Ãf5 25.Õxb8 Õxb8 
26.gxf4 Õe8ç Krajnak-Cizmar, Slovakia
2000;
 B) 17.Ãd1 ©g6 18.Õe1 f5 19.Àd2 f4
(19...g4 20.c4 Àf6 21.c5 Ãc7 22.©g2
Àd5 23.Ãb3 Ãe6 24.f4 Õae8¤ Rujevic-
 Zong Zhao, Mel bourne 1999) 20.Àf3
Ãf5 21.Àe5 Ãxe5 22.Õxe5 Õae8
23.Ãd2 Õxe5 24.dxe5 Ãd3¤
J.Rubinstein-F.Benko, Bue nos Ai res 1961;
 C) 17.©e2 ©g6 18.Õe8 Ãf5 (18...Ãh3
19.Õxa8 Õxa8 20.Ãe3 f5!ç Dor meden-
 Hecht, Ger many 1961) 19.Õxa8 Õxa8
20.Àd2 Ãd3 21.©e1 (21.©g4 Àf6
22.©d1 Õe8 23.Àf1 Õe2ç Morales-
 Zabala,  Guaymallen 2001) 21...Àf4 (21...f5 
22.Àf3 Õe8 23.©d2 f4 24.Ãd1 ©e4
25.b3 g4 26.Àe5 Ãxe5 27.dxe5 Õxe5¤
Gregorova-Petrovich, Mureck jr 1998)
22.gxf4 gxf4+ 23.®h1 ®h8 24.©g1 ©f6
25.f3 Õe8 26.a4 ©h4 27.Àe4 Õg8¤
T.Ernst-Heb den, Gausdal 1987;
 D) 17.f3 Ãh3 18.©f2 f5 (18...Õae8
19.Àd2 Àf6 20.Õe3 ©g6 21.Àe4 Àd5
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22.Ãxd5 cxd5 23.Àxd6 ©xd6 24.Õxe8
Õxe8 25.Ãxg5 draw, Puc-O’Kelly, Bled
1950) 19.Õe1 Õae8 20.Ãd2 f4 21.g4
Õxe1+ 22.©xe1 Ãxg4 23.fxg4 ©xg4+
24.®h1 ©f3+ 25.®g1 ©g4+ ½-½
Puc-Fuderer, Dortmund 1951.
We can draw the con clu sion that in all
cases Black has suf fi cient com pen sa tion.
17...Ãf5

T_._.tM_
_._._J_J
J_Jl._._
_J_S_LjD
._.iR_._
_Bi._.i.
Ii.n.i.i
r.b._Qk.

T_._.tM_
_._._J_J
J_Jl._._
_J_S_LjD
._.iR_._
_Bi._.i.
Ii.n.i.i
r.b._Qk.

18.f3
Other moves have also been tried – one
worse than the other:
 A) 18.Ãxd5?! cxd5 19.Õe3 Õae8
20.Àf3 (20.a4 Ãh3 21.©e1 f5 22.f3 Ãf4 
23.Õxe8 Õxe8 24.©d1 Ãe3+ 25.®h1
Ãf2 26.g4 fxg4 27.fxg4 Ãxg4 0-1
Megaranto-F.Gar cia, Oropesa del Mar
2000) 20...Ãf4 21.gxf4 Ãh3¤;
 B) 18.Õe1 Õae8 19.Ãd1 g4 20.Õxe8
Õxe8 21.Ãe2 Àf4 22.gxf4 Ãxf4 23.h3
©xh3 24.©xh3 gxh3 25.Àf3 Ãxc1
26.Õxc1 Õxe2 27.Àe5 Ãe4¤ Endthaler-
 Brestan, Aus tria Staatsliga 1999/00;
 C) 18.Ãd1?! looks ab surd, but in the
game Astalosz-Antal, Eger 2002, af ter
18...©g6 19.Õe1 Õae8 20.Ãe2 ©e6
21.Àf3 ©d7 (21...Ãh3) 22.Ãd1 Ãh3
23.©d3 Àf4 24.Ãxf4 gxf4 25.Ãc2 f6
26.Àh4 fxg3 27.hxg3 White had the ad -
van tage.
18...Àf6
Be sides this, Black also had 18...Õae8.

19.Õe1
I did n’t like this con tin u a tion very much,
par tic u larly af ter the game. As an al ter na -
tive 19.a4!? was sug gested: then 19...Ãh3 
20.©f2 Àxe4 21.Àxe4 Ãe7 22.g4.
19...Õae8 20.Õxe8 Õxe8

._._T_M_
_._._J_J
J_Jl.s._
_J_._LjD
._.i._._
_Bi._Ii.
Ii.n._.i
r.b._Qk.

._._T_M_
_._._J_J
J_Jl.s._
_J_._LjD
._.i._._
_Bi._Ii.
Ii.n._.i
r.b._Qk.

21.a4
Kramnik played more or less in stantly,
whereas Pe ter was slow to make his de ci -
sions. Dur ing our prep a ra tion it was es tab -
lished that 21.Àe4 led to an equal po si ti o n:
21...Àxe4 22.fxe4 Õxe4 23.Ãd2 Ãe6
(23...Õe2 24.Ãxf7+ ®xf7 25.©xf5+)
24.Ãxe6 Õxe6 25.Õe1. Now White wants
to ei ther open the a-file or force b5-b4, to
have at his dis posal the im por tant c4-square.
21...©g6
The most nat u ral and stron gest move
(21...b4 22.Ãc4).
KRAMNIK: ‘While Leko was think ing over
his 21st move, I was in the rest room and
work ing out how to play against 21...©g6.
He had 17 min utes left, I’d used up a to tal
of 20 min utes. If I were to think for about
40 min utes af ter 21...©g6, it would’ve
given him the chance to calmly cal cu late
ev ery thing and given him the con fi dence
that my prep a ra tion had ended, and that I
was al ready not so sure about the fi nal as -
sess ment of the vari a tion. I un der stood that 
if I wanted to win this game, then a move – 
no mat ter how in dif fer ent – needed to be
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made quickly. I was faced with a choice –
22.axb5 with sharp play or 22.Àe4 with a 
draw. And I took the de ci sion to play for a
win, en list ing the sup port of the com -
puter. I played va banque, it’s hard to
blame any one here, even my self. I did n’t
make a mis take, one could say that I placed 
‘ev ery thing on zero’.’
22.axb5
If 22.Ãd1, then 22...Ãd3 23.©f2 b4; again 
pos si ble is 22.Àe4 Àxe4 23.fxe4 Ãxe4
24.Ãxg5 bxa4 25.Ãc4 Ãd5 26.Ãxd5 cxd5 
27.©f6 with equal ity. Kramnik goes for a
vari a tion pre pared ear lier.
22...Ãd3

._._T_M_
_._._J_J
J_Jl.sD_
_I_._.j.
._.i._._
_BiL_Ii.
.i.n._.i
r.b._Qk.

._._T_M_
_._._J_J
J_Jl.sD_
_I_._.j.
._.i._._
_BiL_Ii.
.i.n._.i
r.b._Qk.

White quickly played
 23.©f2?
It was the last mo ment when he could
think and cor rect the bad anal y sis of his
sec onds by play ing 23.©d1!, af ter which
the game ought to have ended in a rep e ti -
tion of moves, since there’s still no ba sis
for Black to play for a win: 23...Ãe2
24.©e1 (24.Ãc2?! Ãxd1 25.Ãxg6 hxg6
26.bxa6 Ãc7 27.a7 Õa8 28.Àc4 Àd7
29.Ãxg5 Ãe2). For example:
 A) 24...©d3? 25.bxa6 Ãxf3 26.©f1;
 B) 24...axb5? 25.Àe4 (25.Õa7)
25...Àxe4 26.©xe2 Àf6 27.©d2 g4
28.Ãc2 ©g7 29.©f2;
 C) 24...Ãxb5 25.Àe4 Àxe4 26.c4 Àf6
27.©d1 Ãb4 28.Ãd2ì;

 D) 24...Ãd3 25.©d1ì.
But, firstly, there was no rea son for Vladi -
mir not to trust his loyal help ers, and sec -
ondly, he tried to ex ert psy cho log i cal pres -
sure on Leko, im bu ing him with a feel ing
of a lack of con fi dence and not giv ing him 
ex tra time to think.
23...Õe2! 24.©xe2
By now there’s no sal va tion in 24.bxa6 Õxf2 
25.®xf2 ©h5 26.®g1 (26.®e3 Ãxa6
27.Õxa6 ©xh2) 26...Ãxg3 (26...©h3
27.Õa5) 27.hxg3 ©h3 28.a7 (28.g4
©g3+ 29.®h1 Ãe4¤) 28...©xg3+
29.®h1, and here there’s the beau ti ful win:
29...g4! 30.a8©+ ®g7, and Black mates
de spite be ing a rook and a piece down.
24...Ãxe2 25.bxa6 ©d3!
A move that could n’t be cor rectly as sessed
ei ther by me or by our home com puter.
Upon 25...Ãxa6 White has more than
suf fi cient com pen sa tion for the queen and 
in a while the ma chine eval u ated the po si -
ti o n af ter 25...©d3 as win ning for White.
But in an other min ute or so it de ci sively
changed to the di a met ri cally op po site as -
sess ment sym bol. Only at this point did
Kramnik think for a long time.

._._._M_
_._._J_J
I_Jl.s._
_._._.j.
._.i._._
_BiD_Ii.
.i.nL_.i
r.b._.k.

._._._M_
_._._J_J
I_Jl.s._
_._._.j.
._.i._._
_BiD_Ii.
.i.nL_.i
r.b._.k.

26.®f2
But by now he could boldly re sign, be -
cause all vari a tions are sim ple and very
short, and it is n’t nec es sary to be a com -
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puter to cal cu late them: 26.a7 ©e3+
27.®g2 Ãxf3+ 28.Àxf3 ©e2+ 29.®g1
Àg4 30.a8©+ ®g7 31.Ãe3 ©xe3+
32.®g2 ©e2+ 33.®h3 Àf2+.
26...Ãxf3 27.Àxf3 Àe4+ 28.®e1 Àxc3!
The last fi nesse. White loses the house.
29.bxc3 ©xc3+ 30.®f2 ©xa1 31.a7

He could have tried to build a for tress
with 31.Ãxg5 ©xa6 (31...©b2+
32.Àd2 Ãb4 33.a7 ©xd4+ 34.Ãe3 ©a1
35.Àe4 c5 36.Àxc5 ©xa7) 32.Ãd1, but
there’s no doubt that it will be de stroyed.
31...h6 32.h4 g4
White re signed. Match score: 3½-4½.

BAREEV: So, be fore the game Kramnik came to the con clu sion that he had to face
the Mar shall At tack, as he could n’t stand the flat course of the bat tle any lon ger.
The choice fell to a for got ten dou ble-edged vari a tion.

I’ll de scribe what hap pened be fore, dur ing and af ter the game. We’d been given
a firm di rec tive to pre pare this vari a tion spe cif i cally. Of course, he should n’t get a
worse po si ti o n, his op po nent has to solve prob lems at the board, which is also
why the rare move 16.©f1 was cho sen. And the most im por tant thing was to
avoid a draw – a com pli cated po si ti o n, per haps an equal one, but not a drawn one.
Un for tu nately, the work went in var i ous di rec tions and al though there were sev -
eral of us, we did n’t man age to ana lyse the po si ti o n as much as we should have
done, and we could n’t give a precise evaluation in all the lines.

SVIDLER: ‘In ac cor dance with his per son al ity, Leko will typ i cally strive for sim -
pler po si tions, and the ory also main tains that an ex change of queens will eas ily
equa lise – and we had doz ens of con ver sa tions over those few days when we
were look ing at this po si ti o n, and I raised my hand, and Zhenya, as far as I can re -
call, was of the same opin ion, we all said to Volodya: “Of course, 16...©h5 is a
hun dred times more dan ger ous, but he’ll take yours on f1.” I did n’t doubt that
for a sec ond. I thought – it’s im pos si ble that they did n’t look at this at all – al -
though, judg ing by ev ery thing that hap pened, they re ally did n’t. We’d con trived
to fall into what was vir tu ally a blind spot. How this could hap pen, if they chose
the Mar shall as one of their main ope nings, I don’t un der stand, but nev er the less.
‘He thought for a whole hour, choos ing be tween ©h5 and ©xf1. Af ter the
game at the press con fer ence Leko said roughly the fol low ing (and I don’t think
you could make up such non sense): “I real ised that I’d fallen into his anal y sis, I
wanted to take on f1, but then I went for h5, de cid ing that I’d have prac ti cal
chances there.” A nat u ral tra jec tory de vel oped at the point when the e5 pawn was 
taken. He thought for an hour over 16...©h5, then about an other 20 min utes
over 17...Ãf5. Af ter 21...©g6 he had about 17 min utes left. At that point he
started play ing quickly be cause he’d al ready cal cu lated a great deal of all this, he’d
cho sen a par tic u lar line and he was fol low ing it. But to choose it he’d burned up
an hour and 40 min utes of his two hours. Cor re spond ingly, there was a de sire to
take ad van tage of this. That is n’t a jus ti fi ca tion. Of course, Volodya should n’t have
done what he did. It’s ob vi ous – a man is sit ting op po site you who does n’t know
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any thing. But he can work things out very well, he goes for the main line. How -
ever, it’s still full of prob lems, and there’s a side line that they told you about at
home, where it’s also pos si ble to go. And of course, there’s a temp ta tion to re cal -
cu late it and check it – Volodya is n’t in his first day on the job. But re cal cu lat ing
means wast ing time, and more over, as soon as you start re cal cu lat ing, your op -
po nent may real ise that some thing is both er ing you.’

BAREEV: Black has many plans. Only in the morn ing, a lit tle late, we found a plan as so -
ci ated with 18...Àf6. This was an un pleas ant sur prise, we’d spent more time look ing
at some thing like ®h8, f5-f4 or Õae8. Of course, af ter a sleep less night it was in cred i -
bly un pleas ant to find all this. We at tempted to de lay the in ev i ta ble. We sug gested to
Kramnik that he post pone the use of this vari a tion by an other game and we pre sented
some ideas in the Anti-Mar shall. But the in ter nal stress was so pow er ful that Volodya,
al though he un der stood the full ex tent of the risk, was al ready in ca pa ble of mak ing a
short draw. This was be yond his strength. He said: ‘Good, we’ll have to look for some -
thing in this line, let’s find some thing in this vari a tion.’

The work con tin ued and we found two con tin u a tions. A game with 19.Õe1 was 
quite forced, then I thought that it was more log i cal to look at 19.a4 im me di ately.
Es pe cially if his op po nent goes Õae8 – we would’ve won an im por tant tempo. If
Black takes the ma te rial, White has com pen sa tion ev ery where. It was n’t clear why
the rook would re treat, but let’s sup pose it did. The idea would now be to go
a2-a4. It was in di cated that 21.Àe4 would al ways re sult in a draw, Kramnik knew
this. We had the draw, but, on the other hand, it was in di cated that 22.axb5 leads to 
a big ad van tage. That was the problem.
LEVITOV: How clev erly you en ticed him!
BAREEV: Fur ther more, Kramnik de scribes how he tried to put psy cho log i cal pres -
sure on Leko and played quickly. In stead of think ing him self, he de cided to fol low
the rec om men da tions of our anal y sis, which was based on the com puter’s work. It 
was as sumed that the iron ma chine cal cu lated vari a tions very well – per haps it
eval u ates badly, but it cal cu lates well. And here the idea was that a queen is sac ri -
ficed and a new one is being created.

As Artur Yusupov fairly in di cates, af ter 22...Ãd3 it still was n’t too late to think
for a while and go 23.©d1 Ãe2 24.©e1. And the po si ti o n still seems to be equal.
You can play 24.©c2 as well. There was plenty of time, but we’d told him that the
po si ti o n had a big ad van tage, and he went for it. Leko played 23...Õe2, but I later
thought that even with 23...axb5 24.Ãd1 Black still has quite se ri ous com pen sa -
tion, and the only plus is that Leko is short on time. How ever, 23...Õe2 also wins.
An a lysts aided by com put ers jus ti fi ably in di cate that 24.bxa6 loses due to the
queen being taken and 25...©h5.
LEVITOV: What did you work out with the com puter?
BAREEV: With the com puter the fol low ing hap pened. It in di cated that af ter
25.bxa6 ©d3 or 25...Ãxa6 White has a big ad van tage.
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When Leko was think ing about whether to play 16...©xf1+ or 16...©h5, it was
be ing de cided who’d go to sleep – me or Petya. It turned out that I was the lucky
one – Leko went for Petya’s anal y sis.

I lay down for a rest, it was al ready im pos si ble to sleep, and ev ery 15 min utes
Svidler called to tell me how the bat tle was go ing. They got to the po si ti o n be fore 
25...©d3. Petya says White has a big ad van tage. And sud denly, five min utes later, 
he calls: ‘I have an idea, I’ll check it... Be cause Black has ©d3. It seems that this is
lost, but it’s not all that clear.’ He put the move ©d3 into the com puter for about
five min utes. At that point Leko hap pened to be think ing. Four min utes later
Petya called and calmly said: ‘Black has a forced win.’ This was where the story
ba si cally ended, be cause Leko quite quickly went 25...©d3, and af ter this the
win was not only quick, but also el e men tary, as four pieces were at tack ing the
lone king.

SVIDLER: ‘Zhenya stayed at the head quar ters and I took the com puter and
went to my room to look at it. They went for the Mar shall, I think – the ope -
ning has been de ter mined, I need a nap. I lay down and for some rea son
could n’t get to sleep, al though we had n’t slept that night. Some thing was
nag ging in side me... I’d found the move ©d3 be fore this po si ti o n arose on
the board. With out any com puter, it hit me, and I real ised that we had n’t
fully considered this.’

LEVITOV: And I re mem ber that I was com mu ni cat ing with you at that mo ment. I
was do ing ex actly the same thing that Petya was do ing – ner vously watch ing the
mon i tor. What’s more, I even called you for the first time in the whole match, and
ap par ently this was im me di ately af ter Petya’s call. You said in a rather deathly
voice: ‘That’s it, we lose by force.’
BAREEV: Petya put this po si ti o n into the com puter for about 30 sec onds. A very
pow er ful com puter will say that this is won for Black within 90 sec onds to two
min utes. The fact is that it won’t tell you this within 10-15 sec onds – and dur ing
anal y sis you rarely give it more than that, ev ery thing hap pened in a sit u a tion
where there was n’t enough time, and there were a lot of positions to check.
LEVITOV: But can you say that if you’d used a more pow er ful com puter it would’ve
shown you this?
BAREEV: No. The ca pa bil ity that it had was more than enough, we just needed to
hold on a lit tle lon ger. But any way, no one would’ve left it for 90 sec onds. We
would’ve given it an other 15 sec onds, and it again would’ve shown that it was
won for White. We needed to give it 90 sec onds, and the game would have ended
in a draw.
LEVITOV: Tragic.
BAREEV: Funny.
LEVITOV: What hap pens is that peo ple try to lighten their own bur den by putt ing it 
on the ma chine.
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BAREEV: But what can a per son do here? The po si ti o n can be cal cu lated, you have
to trust your equip ment.
LEVITOV: A sur pris ing thing hap pened. Volodya lost a game with out hav ing made
a sin gle move of his own.
BAREEV: He moved into the po si ti o n af ter 25...©d3 with the con fi dence that he
had a big ad van tage. He got there and be came con vinced that Black had to re sign.
In prin ci ple, you don’t even have to be a com puter here to cal cu late two moves
ahead. We were blamed. What can I say about it, we blamed ourselves, too.
LEVITOV: Did he shout at you?
BAREEV: Jus ti fi ably.
LEVITOV: Did he call you arse holes?
BAREEV: Yes.
LEVITOV: He said ex actly that?
BAREEV: He put it slightly dif fer ently.
LEVITOV: And he did n’t look Petya in the eye?
BAREEV: Here, I can as sure you, Petya was n’t the only guilty one. Each of us did our
bit in pre par ing this game.

SVIDLER: ‘This was n’t only my work, but the last word was mine. I gave the
con clu sive ver dict on this whole line. If I had n’t touched it at all, Volodya
would n’t have known about the move 18...Àf6, he would’ve thought at the
board and made a draw – it would’ve been enough here to cal cu late the whole
line to a draw, and he would n’t have given away his queen with out prep a ra tion.
But there was a whole set of po si tions that sim ply had n’t been stud ied,
which I found on the day of the game, at 10 in the morn ing. Be tween that
time and the start of the game I cov ered quite a de cent amount of ground
(Zhenya had his own), in clud ing this po si ti o n spe cif i cally, but it was one of
many. Of course, this is all mine. How can I say this... I’m not a re li gious
man, but I be lieve in cer tain key turn ing-points.’

LEVITOV: This had n’t hap pened be fore. To lose a game in a World Cham pi on ship
match with out mak ing a sin gle move of his own!
BAREEV: What can I say? He made a mis take with his team.
LEVITOV: All right, all right. No one’s ask ing that ques tion. This was an un lucky
break. Sappers get blown up by mines. True, one time only.
BAREEV: Yes, and I re mem ber, we ate fish that eve ning with a feel ing of ful fill ing a
duty, they brought us hal i but with tar tar sauce and a mag nif i cent salad. We drank
wine, the des sert was won der ful – Vi en nese stru del. Volodya be gan the con ver sa -
tion with the words: ‘Well, that’s too much...’ It would’ve been better if he’d
shouted.
LEVITOV: Such a no ble man.
BAREEV: Still, he ex pressed sur prise about the poor qual ity of the anal y sis. We our -
selves also re marked that we had n’t done our best work.
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